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‘New Sears Building in Chicago
Planned as the World’s Tallest

Speclal to The New York Times

27—Sears,
the
an-,

CHICAGO, July
Roebuck and Company,
world’s largest retailer,
nounced today that its new cen-
tial headquarters in downtown:
Chicago would be the world's
lallest building and the largest
private building in the world.

“Gordon M. Metcalf, chairman
and chief executive officer of
the company, said at a news
conference that the 110-story
Sears Tower would be 1,450
feet tall, surpassing the twin
towers of New York’s World
Trade Center by 100 feet and
the Empire State Building by
200 feet.

The gross floor space, he said,
will total 4,400,000 square feet,
.equal to 101 acres, with actual
commercial and office space of
3,700,000 square feet. Only the
Pentagon, which houses the De-
fense Department near Wash-
ington and has about 6,500,000
square feet, will be larger.

Mr. Metcalf said that the
building’s cost, not yet deter-
mined, would exceed $100-
niillion. The building is to be
financed through Sears’ earn-

mercial tenants. It will take
over more of the building as its
requirements increase.

The site of the building, on
the west side of the downtown
business district near major
commuter railroad stations and
other transit lines, includes
129,000 square feet, about the
equivalent of a normal down-
town city block.

This site is bounded by
Wacker Drive, Jackson Boule-
vard and Adams and Franklin
Streets. One block of Quincy
Street, which bisected the site,
was purchased from the city
last December for $2,767,500
and this portion was vacated
to permit the construction of a
single building instead of two.

From a base 225 feet square,
the building will rise with a
series of setbacks and will have
a 20-story rectangular top. A
curtain wall of black duranodic
aluminum will give the building
a “black-sheath effect,” Mr.

Metcalf said. The windows will,

be bronze tinted.

ings. Excavation at the site has
‘already - started. Originally,
Sears officials talked of provid-
ing 3 million square feet, then,
last December, of 4 million
_square feet. The enlargement of
the project became known as
details were announced today.

Near Transit Lines

~ Mr, Metcalf said completion
of the building was scheduled
for 1974,

Sears initially plans to oc-
cupy 2 million square feet of
the building, leasing 1.7 million
square feet to office and com-

16,500 in Building

There will be 102 high-speed
elevators, including 14 double-
deck units, and 16 escalators
serving the lower levels and
“sky lobbies™” at the 33d and
34th floor levels and at the 66th
and 67th floor levels.

The building was designed by
the *Chicago architectural firm
of Skidmore; Owings & Merrill.
The general contractor will be
Diesel Construction; a division
of Carl A. Morse, Inc.

Initially, about 16,500 per-
sons, including 7,000 Sears em-

EIFFEL CHRYSLER STANDARD JOHN HANCOCK  EMPIRE WORLD TRABE SEARS
TOWER BUILDING oIL CENTER STATE CENTER BUILDING
PARIS NEW YORK CHICAGO .CHICAGD HEW YORK NEW YORK CHICAGO
984 FEET 1046 FEET 1136 FEET (127 FEET 1250 FEET 4350 FEET 1450 FEET

TALLEST BUILDING PLANNED: Comparison chart shows Sears, Roebuck and Company structure at the far right

ployes, are expected to work
in the building.

The company’s main offices
are now are in a Sears complex
of 17 buildings in a slum ares
on the city’s West Side, witk
headquarters personnel scat-
tered in several buildings in
Chicago and its suburbs.

This complex, which is much
less accessible than the down-
town site, is to be retained prin-
cipally for centralizing cata-
logue order processing and a
retail store.

Last year, Sears had net sales
of nearly $8.9-billion and a net
income of $441.million. It has
more than 355,000 employes,
including 31,200 in the Chicago
area, and 826 retail stores, 11
catalogue order plants and more
than 2,100 sales offices and in-
dependent catalogue merchants.
There are subsidiaries and af-
filiates in 13 foreign countries.
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