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Data Sources:

World Happiness Report. The master data for happiness levels and “inputs” can be found here:
https://worldhappiness.report/ed/2023/#appendices-and-data.

General Social safety data: https://gssdataexplorer.norc.org/.

Correlations of Happiness with “inputs” for 2019 from the World Happiness Report
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World Happiness Regression Results

This table shows the results of the happiness measure regressed on measures of GDP per capita,
social support, life expectancy at birth, freedom to choose perception, generosity behavior, and
perception of corruption.

The first case regresses happiness levels on the levels of the variable, except for In(GDP per
capita). The second regression shows the standardized (beta) coefficient which normalizes all
variables in standard deviation units. The third regression shows the results where all variables
are in natural logs.

Equations (2) and (3) allow us to compare the impact of unit changes (the first is in standard
deviations and the second in % changes of the ind. Vars.). They both show the greatest impact on
happiness is per capita GDP, then social support, then freedom, and then lack of corruption (I
find no cet. par. effect from life expectancy).


https://worldhappiness.report/ed/2023/#appendices-and-data
https://gssdataexplorer.norc.org/

(1) (2) (3)
happiness happiness (beta) lnhappiness
log gdp pe~a 0.568*** 0.576 0.110**~*
(10.54) (9.37)
social suppt 2.321%*x* 0.251 0.346*x**
(12.79) (12.75)
healthy life -0.0110% -0.0682 -0.0289
(-1.87) (=0.76)
freedom choose 0.826%** 0.102 0.130%*x*
(6.09) (7.13)
generosity 0.650*** 0.092 0.139**x*
(5.60) (5.40)
Corruption =0.794**x* -0.129 -0.0357**
(=5.22) (-2.06)
_cons -0.753 0.883**x*
(-1.08) (4.28)
N 1964 1964
R-sqg 0.905 0.874
adj. R-sqg 0.895 0.862
AIC 1826.2 -4433.0
BIC 2825.5 -4299.0
Year Dummies Yes Yes Yes
Country Dummies Yes Yes Yes
t statistics in parentheses. * p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01l.

Note equation (1) all variables are in levels, (2)
are standardized “beta” coefficients from regression

variables are in logs.

except 1n(GDP per capita). Equation
(1) . Regression three all

Note that in these regressions, I do not find a role for the healthy lifespan variable, likely because
it is multi-colinear with GDP and social support. The regressions in the World Happiness Report,
however, find it statistically significant. The high VIF values for GDP and lifespan show this to
be true.

Variable | VIF 1/VIF
_____________ +______________________
log _gdp PC | 56.08 0.017832
healthy life | 24 .98 0.040035
corruption | 11.41 0.087612
social sup~t | 7.25 0.138003
free choose | 5.23 0.191171

generosity | 5.07 0.197415
_____________ +______________________



Trends in the OECD+ Countries

Here are individual simple regressions of the log of variables on the year for the OECD+
countries to demonstrate trends. The regressions are for the years 2007 to 2022. They also
include country fixed effects.

Var Trend Coefff se t-val p-val Cl_L Cl_U
Incorrupton -0.0141084 0.001422 -9.92 0 -0.02 -0.01
Infreedom 0.0017665 0.000828 2.13 0.034 0.00 0.00
Ingenerosity -0.0053444 0.000771 -6.93 0 -0.01 0.00
Inhappiness -0.0012031 0.000478 -2.52 0.012 0.00 0.00
Inhealthy 0.0013675 4.69E-05 29.16 0 0.00 0.00
Insocialsuppt -0.0009596 0.000393 -2.44 0.015 0.00 0.00
log_gdp_per cap 0.0089332 0.000841 10.62 0 0.01 0.01

The variables show that generosity, social support, and happiness (in bold) have declined over
the period.

US Regression Results from the GSS

The dependent variable is the happiness measure (3=very happy, 2=somewhat happy, 1=not very
happy). Equation (1) basic controls are work status dummies, age, age-squared, marital status
dummies, number of siblings, highest grade of schooling, educational, degree dummies, # of
children dummies, religious denomination dummies, income, race dummies, log of the
population of place live in, year dummies, and dummies for region.

Equation (2) is the same as (1) but with the trust index variable (3=can trust, 2=not sure, 1=can’t
be too careful). Equation (3) is the same as (2) but with party affiliation strength. Equation (4)
adds dummies for newspaper readership levels. See below for descriptive statistics.

(1) (2) (3) (4)
2.wrkstat -0.0123 -0.0323*** -0.0314%**x* -0.00809
(-1.43) (-2.88) (-2.79) (-0.54)
3.wrkstat -0.0588%*** -0.0577** -0.0556** -0.0486
(-3.44) (-2.53) (-2.43) (-1.56)

4 .wrkstat -0.205*** -0.228*x** =0.227*x** -0.211*x**
(-14.87) (-12.21) (-12.13) (-8.28)
5.wrkstat -0.0208** -0.0332** -0.0310** -0.0109
(-2.02) (-2.42) (-2.25) (-0.58)

6.wrkstat 0.0611**x* 0.0747**x* 0.0719**x* 0.0877**x*
(3.90) (3.69) (3.56) (3.13)
7.wrkstat -0.00810 -0.0152 -0.0160 -0.00832
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(68.23) (55.02) (53.97) (40.98)
N 58198 35055 34936 18383
R-sg 0.095 0.105 0.108 0.097
adj. R-sqgq 0.094 0.103 0.106 0.092
AIC 104827.9 64217.5 63859.6 32787.2
BIC 105509.7 64827.0 64528.0 33404.9
t statistics in parentheses. * p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01
Descriptive Statistics
sum happy new trust new income sibs educ size age
Variable | Obs Mean Std. dev Min Max
_____________ +_________________________________________________________
happy \ 72,390 2.151886 .623097 1 3
trust \ 42,670 1.782423 .9516668 1 3
income (cat) | 63,439 10.19635 2.788442 1 12
sibs | 70, 605 3.84164 3.146775 0 68
educ | 72,127 13.03463 3.182372 0 20
_____________ +_________________________________________________________
size | 72,390 377.6258 1264.244 0 8175
age | 71,621 46.55598 17.60042 18 89
tab partyid
political party affiliation | Freq Percent Cum
___________________________________ +___________________________________
strong democrat | 11,795 16.40 16.40
not very strong democrat | 14,286 19.87 36.27
independent, close to democrat | 8,663 12.05 48.32
independent (neither, no response) | 11,540 16.05 64.37
independent, close to republican | 6,378 8.87 73.24
not very strong republican | 10,678 14.85 88.09
strong republican | 7,273 10.11 98.20
other party | 1,292 1.80 100.00
___________________________________ +___________________________________
Total | 71,905 100.00
tab news
how often does r read |
newspaper | Freq Percent Cum
______________________________ +___________________________________
every day | 19,175 41.80 41.80
a few times a week | 8,986 19.59 61.39
once a week | 5,693 12.41 73.81
less than once a week | 5,171 11.27 85.08
never | 6,844 14.92 100.00
______________________________ +___________________________________
Total | 45,869 100.00



tab wrkstat

Percent

labor force status | Freq
________________________________________ +
working full time | 35,267
working part time | 7,430
with a job, but not at work because of | 1,556
unemployed, laid off, looking for work | 2,621
retired | 10,886
in school | 2,187
keeping house | 10,764
other | 1,643
________________________________________ +
Total | 72,354
tab marital
marital status | Freq. Perce
______________________________ +
married | 37,590 51
widowed | 6,756 9
divorced | 9,642 13
separated | 2,441 3
never married | 15,910 21
______________________________ +
Total | 72,339 100
tab degree
r's highest degree | Freq Perce
______________________________ +
less than high school | 14,192 19
high school | 36,4406 50
associate/junior college | 4,355 6
bachelor's | 11,248 15
graduate | 5,953 8
______________________________ +
Total | 72,194 100
tab childs
number of children | Freq. Perce
______________________________ +
0 | 20,162 28
1 | 11,108 15
2 17,391 24
3 | 10,752 15
4 | 5,523 7.
5 | 2,483 3.
6 | 1,289 1.
7 694 0
8 or more | 961 1
9 | 1 0.
______________________________ +
Total | 70,364 100



tab relig

r's religious preference | Freq Percent Cum
______________________________ +___________________________________
protestant | 40,125 55.77 55.77
catholic | 17,242 23.96 79.73
jewish | 1,421 1.97 81.70
none | 9,895 13.75 95.46
other | 1,224 1.70 97.16
buddhism | 272 0.38 97.53
hinduism | 158 0.22 97.75
other eastern religions | 44 0.06 97.82
muslim/islam | 201 0.28 98.09
orthodox-christian | 176 0.24 98.34
christian | 1,000 1.39 99.73
native american | 36 0.05 99.78
inter-nondenominational | 159 0.22 100.00
______________________________ +___________________________________
Total | 71,953 100.00
tab race
race of respondent | Freq Percent Cum
______________________________ +___________________________________
white | 57,657 79.77 79.77
black | 10,215 14.13 93.90
other | 4,411 6.10 100.00
______________________________ +___________________________________
Total | 72,283 100.00
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